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General Online learning resources
[bookmark: _GoBack]Enhanced learning will benefit volunteer development while opening new opportunities to contribute to the well-being of Service Members and their families, thus creating a more effective and successful program. This guide addresses a range of free online learning opportunities. Opportunities are expanding all the time with an increasing number available through Open Educational Resources. 
Military OneSource[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.militaryonesource.mil/education-and-employment/spouse-education-and-career-opportunities ] 

For military spouse volunteers who are interested in expanding their education, Military OneSource offers valuable information on their website under Spouse Education and Career Opportunities. It includes information that is only available to military spouses. The site also provides an area called “My Training Hub” for additional information.
National Community Service Resources[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://learning.nationalserviceresources.org/] 

The Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) is a federal agency that helps more than 5 million Americans improve the lives of their fellow citizens through service. Working hand in hand with local partners, they tap the ingenuity and can-do spirit of the American people to tackle some of the most pressing challenges facing our nation. CNCS administers AmeriCorps, National Civilian Community Corps, Senior Corps, and other national service programs. It also provides the Corporation's Online Learning Center (OLC). The OLC is the place to go for free, self-paced instructional courses, created by subject matter experts, on topics that align with the Corporation's strategic focus on strengthening America’s communities. 
University Extension Services[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://extensiononline.tamu.edu 
] 

Many university systems offer distance learning through their extension services. Texas A&M is one example. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service's Family and Consumer Sciences distance learning website offers online courses that are convenient, flexible, affordable, and based on the latest research. 
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Courses are available for professionals seeking to fulfill state-mandated training requirements and everyday users simply interested in learning more about a variety of topics including child care, family, food and nutrition, health, home-based businesses, and military caregiving. 
Learn Out Loud[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://www.learnoutloud.com ] 

The LearnOutLoud.com Free Audio & Video Directory offers a selection of over 10,000 free educational audio and video titles. Their directory features free audio books, courses, documentaries, talks, interviews, speeches, and many other great free audio and video resources. 
Kahn Academy[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.khanacademy.org ] 

Khan Academy offers practice exercises, instructional videos, and a personalized learning dashboard that empower learners to study at their own pace in and outside of the classroom. While it is designed more for academic education of children and youth than skills-based training, it addresses a wide range of topics that can contribute to growth and development at any age. Topics include math, science, computer programming, history, art history, economics, and more. 
Open Educational Resources[footnoteRef:6] [6:  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information] 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), defines Open Educational Resources (OERs) as any type of educational materials that are in the public domain or introduced with an open license. The nature of these open materials means that anyone can legally and freely copy, use, adapt and re-share them. OERs range from textbooks to curricula, syllabi, lecture notes, assignments, tests, projects, audio, video and animation. In the United States resources from thousands of courses have been made available by university-based projects, such as MIT OpenCourseWare and Rice University’s Connexions Project: (http://ocw.mit.edu/, http://cnx.rice.edu/ )
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